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Cleft Lip & Palate Surgical 

Missions

Bienvenidos Iowa Miles of Smiles Team 2017!

http://www.iowamost.org/




Rotary brings together a global network of volunteers who 

dedicate their time and talent to tackle the worldôs most 

pressing humanitarian challenges. Rotary connects 1.2 

million members from more than 200 countries and 

geographical areas. 



Rotary brings together the kind of people who step forward to take on 

important issues for local communities worldwide. Rotarians 

contribute their time, energy and passion to sustainable, long-term 

projects in local communities across the globe. 

These projects focus on important issues like peace and conflict 

resolution, disease prevention and treatment, water and sanitation, 

maternal and child health, basic education and literacy, and economic 

and community development.





Rotary, along with our partners from around the world, has reduced polio cases by 

99.9 percent worldwide since our first project to vaccinate children in the 

Philippines in 1979. Rotarians have helped immunize more than 2.5 billion children 

against polio in 122 countries.



On behalf of Rotary District 6000, we 

thank each you for dedicating yourselves 

to Iowa MOSTôs 12th Cleft Medical 

Mission to Guatemala!
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Approximately 

1 in 700 

children 

worldwide are 

born with one 

of both 

congenital 

deformities 

known as cleft 

lip or cleft 

palate.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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In most 

developed 

countries like 

the U.S., babies 

born with this 

condition are 

operated upon 

within the first 

few months 

after birth.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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The defects 

are 

repaired 

and these 

children 

continue to 

grow up 

healthy and 

well-

adjusted in 

society.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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In Guatemala, 1 in 600 children are born with cleft defects.  The 

stats are not so different from children born in this country.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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What makes cleft defects such a tremendous problem in 

Guatemala is poverty.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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In Guatemala, most families are too poor to afford the surgery 

making it impossible for children to get the surgeries needed to 

change their lives.

http://www.iowamost.org/


A District 6000 Project 

Cleft Lip & Palate Surgical 

Missions

More than 

75% of the 

national 

population 

live below 

the poverty 

line.  

With 

poverty 

most severe 

among the 

rural and 

indigenous 

populations.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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About 93% of the Guatemala indigenous people are 

living in poverty and 91% in extreme poverty.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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Children born with 

cleft lip or palete or 

both are unable to 

nurse; and because 

their families canôt 

afford to buy 

formula  or most 

likely even have 

access to it; these 

children begin to 

starve. 

http://www.iowamost.org/
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Children born with 

cleft defects often 

have the additional 

problems of 

speaking clearly, 

ear infections that 

can lead to hearing 

loss, and severe 

dental problems.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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Rotarians from the Iowa City Noon Club heard the cry for help from 

Guatemala.  They listened to the stories of children not only suffering from 

severe health problems; but also how these children were ostracized from 

their communities and often not allowed to attend school.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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Rotarians from the Iowa City clubs formed a local medical team and, 

exemplifying Service Above Self, became part of the solution.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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Dr. John Canady took on the role of Medical Team Leader and has participated in all 12 

missions.    Gary Pacha became the organizing Team Leader and has just retired after 10 

missions.  Both of these remarkable Rotarians have poured their hearts and souls into 

making Iowa MOST the highly successful mission it is today.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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Karin Franklin has been our invaluable Quartermaster 

for the project for many years.  Sheôs the mover and 

shaker who gets our supplies to Guatemala!

Dr. Pete Wallace has 

served as our MOST 

pediatrician for the past 

eleven missions just 

retiring this year.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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For 12 years, Nancy Pacha has 

volunteered her expertise as an 

interpreter and her huge heart of 

kindness to developing the global 

relationships needed to make 

Iowa MOST successful.

Dr. Bill Olin was one of the Iowa 

MOST founders and continues to 

serve on the Iowa MOST Board of 

Directors as a fountain of 

inspiration to help the children of 

Guatemala.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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Two Guatemalan Friends 

Are Essential to Making 

Iowa MOST Possible!

Dr. Oscar Marroquin, 

Pediatrician

Owner/Partner of the 

Hospital we use

Juan Francisco Fernandez 

(Paco)

Casa Colibriô 

Executive Director
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The success of Iowa MOST wouldnôt be possible without our 

friends and partners in the Huehuetenango Rotary Club.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8SFOrP9KkU&f

eature=youtu.be&list=PL842B0284262265C9

http://www.iowamost.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8SFOrP9KkU&feature=youtu.be&list=PL842B0284262265C9
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Iowa MOST is a true collaboration between the Iowa MOST team, the Rotary 

Club of Huehuetenango, and Dr. Oscar Maroquin and his hospital team.

http://www.iowamost.org/
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2017 Iowa MOST Team 
(36 Members)

Dr. John Canady, Medical Director

Deb Dunkhase, Team Leader

Surgical Team 

Anesthesiology Team

Dental Team

Pediatric Health Team

Medical Students

Non-Medical Surgical Support Team

Non-Medical Outreach Team

http://www.iowamost.org/


Surgical Team
ÅDr. John Canady

ÅDr. Brian Andrews

ÅDr. Ross Zbar

ÅDr. Dan Jorgensen

ÅPat Wherle, Surgical Nurse

ÅSandy Kessler, Surgical Nurse

ÅDiane Miller, Surgical Nurse

ÅBrandi Seitz, Surgical Nurse

ÅAmanda Fisher, Surgical Nurse

ÅPaula Sauceda, Surgical Nurse

ÅMark Ramirez, Med Student

ÅKristen Seligman, Med Student

Recovery Room:
ÅErin Steffen, Recovery Nurse
ÅHaley Fernandez, Recovery Nurse
ÅKaren Gorham, Rotary Volunteer



Anesthesia 
Team

ÅDr. Dave Swanson

ÅDr. Martin Mueller

ÅAnna Riessen, Anesthesia 
Fellow

ÅMichael Baker, Anesthesia 
Fellow



Dental Team

ÅDr. Bill Gates

ÅDr. Jeff Markt

ÅAaron Jones, Dental Fellow



Pre-Post Pediatric Team

ÅDr. Oscar Gomez, 
Pediatrian

ÅSusie Poulton, Pediatric 
Nurse Practioner 

ÅLindsay Weinschenk, Nurse

ÅMolly Kluesner, Nurse

ÅAmy Nicholson, Rotary 
Volunteer

ÅNienke Berkhoudt, 
Volunteer Face Painter



More Essential Team Members

ÅRick Borchard, Medical Engineer

ÅRuben Zuninga, Sterilizer

ÅElvira Zuniga, Interpreter

ÅKrasi Hristov, Quartermaster

ÅReinhard Juraschek, Quartermaster

Rotary Volunteers
ÅThais Winkleblack, 
Photographer/Blogger

ÅCassyeDunkhase, Outreach 
Coordinator
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Juan Francisco Fernandez (Paco):  In-county logistics & translator

http://www.iowamost.org/
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Board of Directors

Gary Pacha, Team Leader 

Emeritus

Dr. Pete Wallace, Pediatrician 

Emeritus

Nancy Pacha, Translator & 

Relationship-Building

Karin Franklin, Quartermaster

Kyle Galloway, Treasurer

Pat Wherle, Nurse Advisor

Dr. Bill Olin, Founder

http://www.iowamost.org/


Sarah 

Sarah was born in a small village in the 

remote Western Highlands of Guatemala.

She was born with a bilateral cleft lip defect.  

Sarahôs parents werenôt able to cope with the 

social ramifications of a cleft birth defect and 

abandoned her on the steps of the village 

church.

Fortunately for Sarah, a villager took her to 

her abuela who took her in and cared for her.

But because of how she looked, her 

grandmother didnôt allow Sarah out of the 

house.  She didnôt want anyone to see Sarah.



Sarah had no hope of a decent 

future.

She wouldnôt be allowed to go 

to school.

She had no friends.

The only person she saw besides 

her grandmother was a sister 

who came to visit her.

Sarah hadnôt been afforded the 

opportunity to develop any sort 

of social skills that would help 

her learn to interact with people.



Thanks to a Guatemalan social 

worker from Huehuetenango 

who knew Sarah and her abuela, 

Sarah and her grandmother came 

to the 2016 Iowa MOST 

Screening Day.

The hospital was terrifying to 

Sarahé all the people who 

didnôt look like anyone sheôd 

ever seen must have scared her 

terribly.

Sarah spent those first two days 

screaming and crying which 

broke everyoneôs hearts.



The health care system is so desperately poor in Guatemala, that 

Sarahôs grandmother was convinced that Sarah would not live 

through the surgery.  Our team tried their best to comfort Sarahôs 

abuela and convince her that Sarah would be okay.



This is Sarah the 

second day after her 

surgery.

Everything went well 

and Sarah was 

recovering nicely.

She now seemed to be 

getting used to the Iowa 

MOST team and didnôt 

seem as scared.


